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SUB J : LIBYA OFFERS SUPPLY MALTA CRUDE 
REF: A. VALLETTA 2341 B. VALLETTA 21 18 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY. PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF ANNOUNCED IN PARLIAMENT 
DEC. 10 LIBYA HAS GUARANTEED MAKE AVAILABLE TO MALTA A 
QUANTITY OF CRUDE WHICH WILL COVER MALTA'S DOMESTIC REQUIREMENTS 
DURING CALENDAR YEAR 1974. GOM IS TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO 
PROCESS THIS QUANTITY LIBYAN CRUDE IN ONE OF THE REFINERIES 

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. PRICES AND TYPES OF CURDE TO BE AGREED 
ON LATER THIS MONTH. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE MAJOR POINTS OF MINTOFF'S STATEMENT: 

CONTACTS BETWEEN LARG AND GOM LED TO SENDING OF DELEGATION MADE 
UP CROWN ADVOCATE GENERAL EDGAR MIZZI, MALTA ELECTRICITY BOARD 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CHAIRMAN DANNY CREMONA. MEB MANAGER LORRY CIANTAR, AND 
VINCENT FALZON FORM PM'S OFFICE (WHO IS ALSO A DIRECTOR OF 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED AIR MALTA AND SEA MALTA) TO LIBYA 
BETWEEN DEC. 5 AND 7 TO WORK OUT DETAILS WITH BREGAN PETROLEUM 
MARKETING COMPANY. LATTER GAVE GOM FOLLOWING ASSURANCES: 

"THIS IS TO CONFIRM OUR INTENT TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE GOM 
A QUANTITY OF LIBYAN CRUDE OIL BETWEEN 500.000TO 600,000 
METRIC TONS FOR DELIVERY JANUARY-DECEMBER 1974. F.O.B. PRICES 
AND TYPES OF CRUDE SHALL BE AGREED UPON LATER THIS MONTH 
OR AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE ABOVE QUANTITY 
SHALL COVER THE REQUIREMENTS FOF THE MALTESE DOMESTIC MARKET, 

AND THAT THE GOM WILL MAKE THE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS TO PROCESS 
THIS QUANTITY IN ONE OF THE REFINERIES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN," 

3. WHEN ASKED BY OPPOSITION MEMBER A. BORG OLIVIER DE PUGET 
WHETHER THIS LARG CONCESSION MEANT THAT MALTA IS NO LONGER 
CONSIDERED NEUTRAL IN RELATION TO SIRAEL AND THE ARABS, MINTOFF 
REPLIED THAT THE POLICY OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT WAS MADE CLEAR 
AT THE EUROPEAN SECURITY CONFERENCE IN HELSINKI AND IT HAS 

NOT CHANGED, TO WIT, THE GOM SUPPORTS UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION 
NO. 242 OF NOVEMBER 1967. 

4. COMMENT: MINTOFF'S STATEMENT IN PARLIAMENT FILLS IN SME OF 
THE PIECES REGARDING A NUMBER OF FRAGMENTARY REPORTS(SEE 
REFTELS) CONCERNING THE POSSIBILITY SUPPLY BY LIBYA OF CRUDE TO 
MALTA FOR EFINING AT SOME NEARBY LOCATION, PRESUMABLY ITALY. 

THESE REPORTS INCLUDE THE DEC . 9 ISSUE OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
WEEKLY MEDITERRANEAN NEWS WHICH STATES LARG IS OFFERING 
VARIOUS TYPES OF CRUDE FOR SALE TO BIDDERS FO MARKETING 
EORANIZ ATION S PEPARED TO HELP IN ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS IN LIBYA. ACCORDING TO THIS PRESS REPORT, SALES 

WILL BE MADE BY THE BREGA PETROLEUM MARKETING COMPAMY AND 
ON A ONE YEAR RENEWABLE CONTRACT BASIS WITH THE COMAPNY 
RESERVING THE RIFHT TO ACCEPT OR REFUSE ANY OFFER. AS 
OF EVENING DEC . 10 ITALIAN EMBASSY UNAWARE STATUS WHATERVER 
NEGOTIATIONS MINTOFF MAY HAVE INTITITED WITH ITALIAN REFINERIES. 
GOLINO 
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